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ABSTBACT 

The Hf feet i.ye Triad Scale, organized around a concept 
of individualized instruction measuring elementary school pupil 
seL£-direction and positive attitudes toward self and school, is 
dL^cribed and explained. ATS is defined not as an attempt to diagnose 
/Student difficulties but to obtain simple indicative measures Of 
behavinx. Administration of the project is explained along nith 
scoringai^; interpretation. A scoring key, is included, along with the 
self-report ijistrument itself. (SK) 
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The AFFECTIVE TRIAD SCALE 



General Features of the Scale 
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The Affective Triad Scale (ATS) was organised around a concept 
of individualized instruction in which non-academic Success is as- 
sumed to have been achieved when pupils demonstr^ate self -direct ion 
and positive attitudes toward self and s.chool. The triad was de- 
veloped by Project Individualized Instruct ion-*- §olely.far use in 
its stiidies regarding the impact of Individualization on elementa- 
ry school students. The original item pool was written by a group 
of ele^nentary and secondary teachers from four pulpllc school dis- 
on Long Island .--^ The 'ATS was NOT an attemn^ to diagnose 
difficulties, but rather to obtain some OTmple indicative 
measure's of behavior which were of interest to the Project. The 
underlying concepts for the three scales in the triad were derived 
le California Test of Personality, however, no other vela- 
Ips with the OTP are expressed or impVied. \ 
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Tlie ATS is a self-report instrument .in which a. question is 
presen ted to the child and he then marks' a ''yes** o± ''no/' which-- 
ever h<5 consideiis to be appropriate*. ^Thp scale w^as" designed for 
:h a fourbh grade population. Three short scales relating 



school si 



tuation comprlsje the'triajd. ^^description of each 



Altitude tdward school. The student who has a positive atti- 
tude toward school enjoys being with other students, believes, that 
his teachers liWe him, and finds the school work adapted to his 
level of interest and maturity. 
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\elf-dit^ection. The student who is said to be $elf -direct ive 
is on^ who eh joys ^ :3ense Of freedom when he, is permitted to have 
a rea&(?nable share in the determination of his school behavior and 
in siting the general policies that shall govern' hi-s academic 
pursulits. His overt actions indicate\that he can do things inde- 
pendently of others, depend upon himself in various ^situgij^ws 
and airect his own activities. 

Attitude tfward'self. - The student who has a positive attitude 
toward himself feels he is well regarded by others, and that he 
enjoys a cordial relationship with people in general. In addition, 
he does^not attempt to get his satisfaction in ways that are damag.- 
ing and unfair to others, nor does he substitute fant-asy for actual 
successes in real i,ife. 




■"■An ESEA Title 3 program (1972-1 975 ) with- the mandate' of Identify-' 
Ing and disseminating Infromatjon regarding programs of IncWvldua!- 
Izatlon on Long Island. 



Adminiatration of the ATS 



The ATS is intended for use only with groups and not for making 
de^sibns about ind:^vidual students. It is also recommended th^t ^ 
students be allowed to. respond to the triad anonymously, if the,y 
wi sh . \ . ' . ^ ' 

' V ' 

The instructions that appear on the front' cover are to be read 
aloud as 'the students follow along on their own copy oi\ the scale. 
The practice questions are intended to illustrate, the point tjiat 
there are no **right" or '*wrong'* answers,^ and are to be read by the " 
person adnpn-istering^^lrhe scale, pausing at the end of each question 
only long enough for 'the students xo circle their response. Help 
in reOvding words or questions may be given. 



The test administrator .should 
6ne response to each question, as 
interpreted. 



sk the students to make only 
m/iltiple responses cannot be * 



There are no time limits f or/ kdministrat ion of. the scale. During 
its use by the Project, ^twenty minutes was ■ adequate . Should more 
time be needed an additional teh miputes should be sufficient. 



Scoring and Interpretation 



There are three scales, makingj up the ATS. Th^ first fifteen 
items (1-15) provide a measure of attitude to school. The se'aond . 
f'ifteen items (16~30) provide a measure of self -dir^ect ion . The 
next thirty items (31-60) provide admeasure of attitude toward self< 

Each scale in the triad is score^ according to the key at th^ 
end of these instructions. The sum^oj ^^ctorrect" items for each 
scale provides a general a»s;sessment o]f that attitude. A '^correct*' 
response is one where thi? child endorses a positiv.ely worded item 
or does not endorse a negative item, relatfve ,to the attitude being 
measured. For example, ^'Do you usually like school?'' is a posi- 
tively worded item. If the child responds- "yes" he is given credit 
for that item. Item numfeief 40, "Are you afraid of many people?" 
is a negatively worded it'^m, ar\d ^ *'no" response is correct. 

■ V I \ . ^ 

To summarize, the ATS '^^elds three scores: Atti"^iude to 
school (1-15), Self-direction (16+30) and Attitude to Self (31-60). 
A mean for each group -to whom the I ATS has been administered i^ 
calculated and comparisons may then be made between groups using 
any one of several statistical pr<)cedures . " 
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. Tff© work prosonlod horo was dovolorod purs)jijf»t to ESEA Title III ^ront, 
NY5ED #24105. Contractors undortaklng su:h projects under cov«rn«»ont apcnsorshiD er* 
• ncouraged te express freely their profosslchfll Judgrtnl In the ccfnduct of the 
project. Points of view or opinlors stat<»d do not, rnerefore, necessarily represent 
Official position or policy of th«jJSOf, the Mew YerK State Edjcatlon 0o5artnient, cr 
tho four Nassau-Suffolk Beards of Cooptrarlve Educational Services sponsoring this 
project. 
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. INSTRUCTIONS F^)R AFFECTIVE TRIAD SCALE' . \ ' ' 

.: This booklet has some oCiestions which ask about things that may take 

PLACE IN . SCHOOL, ThERE ARE NO RIGHT OR WRONG ANSWERS, ONLY OPINIONS. YoUjH 
ANSWERS WILL SHOW YOUR OPINION', AND HOW YOU USUALtffIr EEL OR WHAT* YOU USUALLY 
DO ABOUT THINGS. FoR SOME OF THE QUESTIONS YOU ARE TO DECIDE WHETHER THE 
. ANSWER IS YES OR NO, You ARE THEN T.O DRAW A CIRCLE AROUND THE WORD YES OR tlO/ 
WHICHEVER SHOWS YOUR ANSWER. 



Look at- the practice questions below: 

•PQl. Do YOU OFTEN WANT 'to PLAY? - . ' YES .NO 

If YOU OFTEN WANT TO PLAY, DRAW A CIRCLE AROUND THE - . 

WORD YES/ IF NOT/ DRAW A CIRCLE AROUND NO. " 

PQ^. Would you like' to fly an airplane?' yes no 

If YOU V/OULD LIKE TO FLY AN AIRPLANE. DRAW A CIRCLE 
AROUND THE WORD YES/ IF NOT^ DRAW A CIRCLE AROUND NO. 

I LlKE TO WATCH TV. . . -YES NO 

If you like to watch TV* draw a circle around'the 
word yes/ if not draw a circle around no. . 

^ After you have finished the practice questions and you undebstand. 

WHAT to DO/ YOU WILL BEG FN ON THE NEXt'RAGE. PlEASE ANSWER ALL OF THE 

QUESTIONS. Remember this is -not a tesT/ and there are no "right" or 

"wrong" answers, If you are FINI-SHED before you are TOL^jrO STOP/ YOU MAY ^ 
GO back and ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS YOU DID NOT ANSWER BEFORE. 



The Affective Jriad Scale was prepared. by; 
Ptoject Individualized Instruction, Patchogue, New York, 
pursuant to pn ESEA T 1 1 1 o^l I I grant, NYSEO #2418"§. 6-75. 



1. 'Would you -stay .home from school a lot if you were allowed? 

2. Do YOU have TO DO MANY THINGS IN SCHOOLs^U DON't WANT TO DO? 

3. Do YOU OFTEN WISH YOU WERE SOMEWHERE ELSE l\<STEAD OF SCHOOL? 
f\. Do YOU USUALLY LIKE SCHOOL? ,' 

.5. do other children like school more than you do? 

6. do any of the teachers dislike some of the children? 

7. Are you proud of your school? 

8. Do MANY of the CHILDREN FEEL Tl|»ij SCHOOL is A WASTE OF TIME? 

9. do you like the way your teacher teaches? 

10. Did you like school better last year? 

11. do many childrei^ like school? 

12. Do YOU THnTlTTHAT THE CH I LDREn" AT ^SCHOOL LIKE YOU? 

13. Are the children at school usually nice to yoD? 
W. Is your school work interesting? ' 

15. If Vour family moved; would you^'feel badly about going to a. new school? yes 

16. Does the teacher often punijh you for little thIngs? 

17. Does the teacher usually tell you who to work, with? 

18. Does the teacher usually' plan what work you will do for the day? 

19. Are you allowed to do what you want after your work is done? 
. 20. Are you permitted to help the teacher decide on your grades? 

21. do you have enough free time in school? ' . ' 

22. Are the teachers usually too bossy? 

23. do you usually help other students with their work? 
2^. Are you free to go to the school library at any time? 
25. do people stop you from doing most of the things you want to do? 



YES 
YES 

YESt 
- YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 

{ ^Is 

YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 



26. Do YOUR TEACHERS USUALLY NEED tO REMIND YOU TO DO YOUR WORK? 

27. Do YOU USUALLY FINISH YOUR WORK? 

^. Do YOUR TEACHERS OFTEN STOP YOU FROh TALKING WITH YOUR. FR I ENDS? 

29. Do YOU KEEP ANY S'AMPLES OF YOUR WORK? 

30. Do YOU HAVE A CHANCE TO LEARN MANY NEW THINGS? 



YES 
'VES 
YES 
YES 
Y^S 
YES 

Yes 

YES^ 
YES \ 
YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 
YES. 

yes' 



NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 
iO 



N 
N 
NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 
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31. Do -YOUR CLASSMATES THfNK^OU DO WELL IN SCHOOL? YES NO 

32. In SCHOOL/ are people often pan or unfair to YOW? ■'■ YES 

33. Do TEACHERS O^TEN THINK THAT VOU CANNOT DO THINGS VERY WELL? ^ Y^S 
3^. Do PEOPLE IN SCHOOL OFTEN DO NICE THINGS FOR YOU?' ' ' . , ^ YES 
35, Do YOUR CLASSMATES USUALLY THINK THAT YOUR IDEAS ARE^BAD? . . YES 
'36. bo' YOUR TEA^HER^ USUALLY SEEM TO THINK YOU ARE WRONG? .YES 
JK In SCHOOL/ do/people often try to cheat you? ^' 'YES 



NO 

NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 
■NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 
NO 



NO 
NO 



38.'\Do your cla^mates often want to help you? yes, 

39.. Are most of your classmates glad you are in their class? . • yes 

^0. Are you afraid of many people? ' • ' . yes 

^ll. Do the people in SCHOOL^CRITICIZE you too much? - YES 

^ i\2. In SCHOOL/ ARE PEOPLE OFTEN SO KIND THAT IT MAKES YOU F^EL HAPPY?' YES 

^3;;'% you think your teacher often pays no attention to Y0^^? YES 

V Do/VdU OFTEN FEEL THAT THE TEACHERS BOTHER YOU? YES 

^5.. Does thI jeacher usually ask you ^questions you can answer? . yes 

^6. Do your C&.SSMATES Think YOU ARE SMART? ^ • ■ -A- YES 

i\7. Are there peoj^e in school so" unfair that yo-j, .have to be meV^tothem? yfs 
Do YOUR classma\|s make fun of yoill? • ' . ^° 

te. Do YOU OFTEN FEEL JHAT MO ONE REALLY CARES ABOUT YOU? YES 

50. In SCHOOL, do otherxpeople u5ually= try to understand your feelings? yes 

51. Do you have many friends in school? ^ . ■ YES no 

52. Do THE ^PEOPLE IN SCHOOL USUALLY iEMEI^BER HOW WELL YOU DO THINGS? . YES NO 

53. Is IT EASY FOR YOU TO DO WELL IN SCHOOL? V 'YES NO 

5^. Are things so dull that you often daydream? yes no 

55. Are you usually proud of your work? yes. no 

.56. Do TEACHERS OFTEN ASK YOU TO DO SUCH^^HARD^ TH I NGS THAT YOU WON'T DO THEM?YES 

57. Do , YOUR CLASSMATES USUALLY WANT YOU TO DO THINGS WITH THEM? YES 

58. DoYOU THINK YOU ARE DUMB? YES NO 

59. Do YOU DESERVE HIGH GRADES? ' YES.. NO ^ 

60. Does- YOUR TEACHER CARE ABOUT YOU? NO 

This scale was developed by Project Individualized Instruction, 
pJStogue! Ner?o?k p4rsuant%o an ESEA Title III grant. NYSEO *24.8 5. 
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